1.Introduce the band please?/names,age,hobbies,work/
The Twinkles are:

Nick Mess (vocals, guitars), 28 years old, employee. Hobbies: listenin’ and playin’ punk rock.  

True (drums, vocals), 26 years old, carpenter. Hobbies: listenin’ and playin’ punk rock, vespa, my dog.

Wally Squad (bass, vocals), 27 years old, workman. Hobbies: listenin’ and playin’ punk rock, goin’ in the pub with friends.

Matt Young (guitars, vocals), 20 years old, electrician. Hobbies: to fish, playing basketball, swimming, cycling and listening to good punk rock.


2.How can you defined your music style?

It’s simply and easy punk 77.


3.What are your main influences? Can you tell me your really most loved punk bands?

Our main influeces are The Boys (and The Yobs), Vibrators, Lurkers, Menace, Skids, Sham 69, Generation X, Buzzcocks, Cock Sparrer, Rudi, Chelsea, Adicts, 999, Carpettes, Jolt, Barracudas, Undertones, Johnny Thunders and The Heartbreakers, Members.


4.When and why you started with punk?

I remember that the first time I listened to punk rock I was 13 years old. It was thanks to my basketball trainer who gave me 2 cassettes: one of Joy Division and the other of Sex Pistols, “Never mind the bollocks”. I liked immediately the second one and I start asking him all the old punk rock stuff. I became his nightmare at every end’s training, hahhahahahha!! Punk immediately caught my heart because it has a lot of positive energy, fun and also wonderful messages for the people.

5.I heard you had a band before the Twinkles, can you tell  me something about?
I played with The Splashers first (1992-94) and then with The Wickeds (1994-95). The Splashers have been the first punk 77 band here: we were like The Ramones in 1976!!! I realized only one song (“Join the kids”) with them for “Oi! Against Silvio”, a compilation of Italian punk/oi! bands.
6.Which bands have you playing with, and in which countries?
In Italy we played with: The Queers, Angelic Upstarts, Zona A, Vanilla Muffins, Revolvers, 8°6 Crew, Los Fastidios, Klasse Kriminale, Rippers, Delirio Gaio, Alberto Camerini, Impossibili, FFD, Regress, Bayonets, Miriamplace, Cleo, Katla Hausmann Group, Libertà Vigilata, Casualties, Reazione, Bad Chids, Bayonets, Embargo, Fusione, 337 O.P.U., Kollisione, Jokers, Mele Marce, Derozer, Wankers, Persiana Jones, Melt, Guitar Gangsters, Reazione, Rotten Boi!s, Mess Mess Mess, Sgorgo, Jurassik Punk, Red Alert, Feccia Rossa, Senza Sicura, Red Solution, Jimmy Weed & The Strabadu Band, Clockwork Toys, Veleno Sociale, Cockney Rejects,  Razzaparte, Devilskins, Cimens, Compagni di Merenda, Entropy, Hobophobic, Hot Colas, Enjoint, Peggy Pogo, Hallo’s Punk, Anarcotrafficanti. 

In Germany we have played with Lake pussy and Rasta Knast.
In Slovakia we have supported Zona A in Trencin and Bratislava. In Czech Republic we have supported NVU in a mini tour. We have also played 2 times (2001 and 2002) at Anti Fest with a lot of band….some names: The Vibrators, Chelsea, Angelic Upstarts, Guitar Gangsters, Red Alert, Skarface, Vice Squad, TV Smith, The Revolvers, Peruutettu. 

7.Which bands want you playing with?
We wanna play in general with every real punk bands but after The Boys reunion we would like to support them…..maybe in heaven!


8.How have you meet with guys from Zona A? Tell me please something about your friendship?

I knew Zona A after I bought one of their records from Incognito Records. Then we started a friendly correspondence till we met when I organised 2 gigs for them here in Italy. They helped us in dong gigs in their country and also for the distribution of our records. If The Twinkles are know in Slovakia/Czech Republic this is first of all thanks to Zona A. We will remember it!

9.In your Cd booklet on photos you have a Reazione T-Shirt, are they your friends, or you are a big Oi!fan of Reazione?
We are very good friends with Reazione and we like also their music. We helped each other many times in the past and we used to meet at almost every punk gig…..anyway that shirt in the cd booklet is wonderful, is it???
10.Where can  readers of V.L.R. order your T-Shirts or Cd's?
Readers of V.L.R. can order all our stuff directly from our internet site: www.twinkles.it
It’s very easy, just go in the “merchandise” session and fill the blanks.  

11.You have a great anti drug  song Why did you? What is your opinion on drug overdose of Dee Dee Ramone?
Yes, I think “Why did you?” is a great song with strong lyrics. I think all drugs are an escape from reality and like all fake things they disgust me. Moreover they are mostly deadly. So there is no valid reason to drug yourself because you can just destroy yourself. I find scandalous that many people (also in the scene!!!) exalt drugs instead of giving alternatives of healthy life which are more useful for the kids, especially for whom have personal problems and live difficult situations (family, work, friends, daily life….). 

12.Why haven’t you any anti army or anti war song?/I think '77bands like Adicts, Vibrators, 999 and Clash have there.../

We are against the army but we haven’t had an anti army song till now! But you will find a surprise in the new album….so stay tuned on Radio Rock!!

13.Can you please tell me when will be your webpage www.twinkles.it in English version? You know, thousands of Viva la Revolution readers/ hehe / doesn't understand Italian...
I hope the English version of the page will be ready very soon. It just needs the final check and then it will be ok: till then you can leave a message on the guest book….it will be very appreciated!   

14.You write me once you will issued a 2nd album and then play in  a Slovak Republic....Can you ,please tell me more  about it...
Yes! We have just recorded the 2nd album. When it will be out we’ll start a massive “Mittle-European” tour in Czech Republic, Slovakia and Germany. But we would like to play all over Europe so if you have any contacts in France, Spain, U.K., Holland, Poland, etc. write us and we will organise a big European tour!!  

15.Last words to Viva La Revolution readers and Slovakian kids?

The message we want to give to Viva La Revolution readers and Slovakian kids is included in the last song of the demotape “Punk rock”. “Staying Together, Going To The Gigs, Playing In A Band, Making A Zine”…this is punk! The rest is bullshit. We don’t share the teory “Anarchy & Chaos”; many times this is for many punks just a stupid excuse to crash all, do what they want and don’t pay tickets at squat gigs!!!! No! The punk prescription of The Twinkles is the same of Jimmy Pursey of Sham 69: creating, spreading, uniting. I add: taking away from the shit all the kids who grow up bombed by the hippie-pseudo alternative filth of mommy Mtv & company. The aim of The Twinkles is to offer a real alternative of life to teenagers. Support who support you!!! Keep the faith and read VIVA LA REVOLUTION, FANX KOVO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

