1. TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOU, ABOUT GROUP, MEMBERS, WORK,…

Hello we are The Twinkles!!! The line up is:

Nick Mess - lead vocals, guitars (27 years old, employee)

True - drums, vocals (25 years old, carpenter)

Wally Squad – bass, vocals (26 years old, student)

During May ’96 I was looking for a drummer to form a band and I was told about a guy, True, who was just back from the military service and was good at drumming. He just knew the common rock/rap rhythms but this wasn’t a big problem, it was enough to play him a Boys CD and he would have understood what was the sound I was looking for. It went just like that, quite by magic. True became enthusiastic and began to ask me albums of all the 77 bands. He also changed his sound into a perfect copy of Jack Black!!!!! (if you don’t know who he is put a finger in your ass and whistle). Matt Boots (guitar, chorus) and Rick Fresh (bass) joined the cheerful brigade. The Playboys were born, we could say this group was the “father” of The Twinkles but they didn’t last for long: in September, Matt Boots left the group and Rick Fresh followed him a little bit later. In October I called an old friend, Marky (guitar, chorus) and then Judy, a charming girl who played bass. With the entry of Judy, The Playboys changed its name into The Twinkles because there were no sense using the male word “Playboys” having a girl in the band. As quick as a flash we put together a list of ten songs (half of them were covers of Boys, Ramones and Undertones songs) and we decided to make a concert. The debut was in the True tavern in occasion of his birthday; a really great party and a galactic concert, surely the most exciting. Unfortunately we hadn’t time to enjoy it as Judy hang up her bass and let us with tears in her eyes. Never mind no one is indispensable in this world. In February came Wally Squad at the bass and the line up was stable for a good period. In a year and a half we did quite thirty concerts; every time we played there was a cool atmosphere and the kids enjoy our music. In November 98 Wally decided to leave the band and we were again at rock bottom. This happened only one month before the Christmas Party and we run out of bass player. Fortunately a friend, Paul Drug, joined The Twinkles and prepared with us the most ever beautiful concert of The Twinkles. A date to remembered 26th December 1998 “Christmas Party”. Paul unfortunately couldn’t play with us any longer because of his short free time, so after various rehearsals we decided for Sick from the released Kollisione. The entry of Sick meant the departure of one of our historic member, Marky, suddenly replaced by Kid (May 99). With Kid at the guitar we did a lot of concerts and at the same time from the outside the interest for the band began to grow. We felt at the top when we did two dates with Guitar Gangsters, one of the best band of the moment. In July after the concert at the Espressionante Festival Kid left the band, oh no!!! So we decided to continue playing in three. In September ’99 we went in the studio to record two songs “Johnny Boy” and “First Time” which where realised for two compilations. At the end of November we started again to play live, begin the support band of groups like Zona A, Guitar Gangsters (second time!!!!) and Vanilla Muffins. In the meantime various Italian and foreigner zines wrote wonderful reviews for our single “Dancing With The Pogo Kids” and some foreigner organisers became interested in The Twinkles. In April 2000 a tour in Holland was foreseen but because of the bad Dutch organisation we didn’t do it. In July Wally Squad replaced Sick and we did two wonderful dates in Slovakia, promoted by Zona A that seen a fantastic answer from the local public without even knowing a single word of our songs. In March 2001 went out a cd with 12 new brand songs on Kob Records and one split single with Rotten Boi!s titled “77 in 82”. Sooner will be out the compilation “You wanna know what is like: a tribute to The Hollywood Brats and The Boys” dedicated to The Boys an their fathers, Hollywood Brats. This compilation is edited by Nick Barolo, another kid fallen in love with The Boys. And The Twinkles are included, of course! 
Now we are doing dates for the promotion of our cd. It ends here, for now, the adventurous history of The Twinkles.

2. HOW LONG DO YOU (BAND) PLAY?

See answer n° 1 (Since May 1996).

3. WHAT BANDS HAVE YOU INFLUENCED?

Our inspirations are: The Boys (we like especially their chorus. I think they’re the best punk band ever existed), Cock Sparrer, Ramones, Undertones, Clash, Chelsea, Vibrators, Johnny Thunders and The Heartbreakers, Rudi, Carpettes, Jolt, Members, Lurkers, 999, Buzzcocks, Generation X, Barracudas. DON’T FORGET THE HEAVEN, 1977.

4. HOW DID YOU LIKE THE GIG WITH BRICKFIELD AND ZONA A IN SLOVAKIA?

It was a great gig! The atmosphere was magic and the kids started pogoing from the first song we did…..without know any of Twinkles songs!! I remember very well the beginning of “Unite”: as soon as I said “This is dedicated to unite between punks and skins” the crowd took me from the ground and carried me all over the room with their arms. It was incredible!!! 

5. WE KNOW THAT YOU ARE STARTING A TOUR WITH N.V.U. IN CZECH REPUBLIC. WHERE WILL YOU PLAY…

Yes we are starting a tour with N.V.U. I think we will play in November or December but I don’t know where. We can’t wait!!!

6. TELL US WHAT DO YOU MEAN ABOUT ITALIAN SCENE IN FUTURE, AND NOW?

I think Italian scene is going very well and it can evolve more than now: I’m optimist. Thank to a wider opening of media in punk music this genre has become more accessible for the kids. We are still not completely visible but we are making good steps forward from time to time. Unite we will win!!!!

7. WE HEARD THAT SQUATTERS MOVEMENT IS STRONG IN ITALY! WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ON IT?

Yes is true, squatters movement is really strong in Italy. Here there are not many rock clubs or pubs where bands can play because sometimes the owners of them think that punks are dangerous! Pure shit! So the squats give bands more opportunities for playing and this is a good thing.

8. ARE YOUR GIGS VISITED BY SKINS? DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH FIGHTS AT GIGS?

Yes, skins visit our gigs. We haven’t problems with fights at gigs: punks, skins, mods, rude boys, normal kids come, have fun and SCREAM THE ANTHEM, TWINKLES ARMY!!!

9. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT:

KLASSE KRIMINALE: one time the leader of Italian Oi! movement now they play punk rock but they are still very good.

S. BERLUSCONI: a fucking Italian politician. He takes money from the poor and gives to the riches. He’s the Anti-Robin Hood!!! We hate him!

SKA MUSIC: honestly we don’t like playing ska but enjoy very much at dancing with it. It’s a crazy sound for The Twinkles Saturday’s nights.

TRUTNOV ANTI SOCIETY FEST: a great, great punk festival!! Sad for the fucking rain and for having played at 3 a.m. in the morning!!!!!!!! HAHA!! Anyway thanks a lot to all Czech and Slovakian kids who were still there!! 

FOOTBALL, HOOLIGANISM: we like football but we are against every kind of violence and so hooliganism too. Scream at your best the name of your team and use your brain, not your fucking boots!!!!

10. DO YOU HEAR ANY SLOVAK OR CZECH MUSIC?

We don’t know many Slovak or Czech band but we think that the best Slovak band is Zona A, without any doubts. They also are great friends of us: we take this chance and we thank them for the fantastic work they did for us. We like also N.V.U. for the Czech side. 

11. LAST WORDS

“Staying together, going to the gigs, playing in a band, making a zine” words of our song “Punk Rock”. You can be a punk only following this message. Many thanks for …… fanzine for this great interview!!! 

