1. Okay please introduce the TWINKLES to us, the Dutch folks.

In May ’96 I was looking for a drummer to form a punk band when I knew that a certain fellow, True, had just come back from military service and managed with drums. He knew the usual rock/rap times but that wasn’t an awkward problem, he just had to listen to a cd of The Boys and he would quickly understand what sound I was looking for. And it went just so, as if by magic. True felt great enthusiasm and started to ask me all the albums of 77 punk bands in industrial quantities. Moreover he changed his sound into a perfect copy of Jack Black!!! (if you don’t know who he is put one finger into your ass and then hiss). The happy group was joined by Matt Boots (guitar, vocals) and Rick Fresh (bass). The name of the band was The Playboys, THE TWINKLES’ fathers. The Playboys didn’t had long life: actually Matt Boots left the band in September and Rick Fresh did the same shortly afterwards. In October I called an old friend of mine, Marky (guitar, vocals) and then Judy, a beautiful girl playing the bass guitar. With Judy’s entrance The Playboys became THE TWINKLES because it didn’t make sense to keep a name which was referred to males only.  As fast as the light, in one month we set about writing a list of ten songs (half of which were covers of Boys, Ramones, Undertones) and decided to make a gig. The debut took place in True’s tavern on a special day: his birthday; it was a succesful party and a sparkling gig, certainly the most exciting. Unfortunately we didn’t have time to enjoy the drunkenness, since Judy hung up her bass guitar to the nail on the wall and left us with tears in our eyes. 

Wally Squad took the place of Linda in February and the band got stable for quite a long period. We threw about 30 gigs in one year and a half; every time there was a great atmosphere and the kids had great fun. In November ‘98 Wally decided to leave the band and we found ourselves in low spirits again. Only one month separated us from Christmas Party and we had no bass player. Luckily a great friend of ours, Paul Regress joined the caravan and prepared with us what would appear as the best TWINKLES’ gig ever made. A date to remember, 26th December 1998, “Christmas Party” together with Jockers, Mele Marce and Los Fastidios. Paul couldn’t keep on playing with us because of lack of time and so, after various trials, we called Alex (artname “Sick”) who come from dissolved Kollisione, local punk band. The Sick’s arrival clashed with one of the historical member’s departure, Marky,  replaced by Kid at once (May ‘99). With Kid on guitar we made many concerts and the interest in the band started increasing. We reached the top at 2 gigs with Guitar Gangsters, one of the best punk bands today. In July Kid decided to leave the band, oh no!! Now we continue in 3 hoping to find a steady member….fortunately sometimes Marky help us on lead guitar. Recently we did a great 2 days tour with Zona A, legend punk band from Bratislava. The enterprising TWINKLES’ story ends here now.

2. What can people expect from a Twinkels show or a Twinkels record? 

People can expect from a TWINKLES record/show great fun. Yeah, we hope people who listen to us enjoy themselves, jump and pogo together, have a beer and a laugh!!!

3. You've recorded your EP during christmas (The night of the 26th) last year. Now why was that? Don't you have mom and dad's to go to or a grilfriend to spent christmas with. 
No, it’s not exactly like you say. We only made the pictures of the record during the night of 26th of December ’98. We recorded the songs 2 months before at “Blue Train’s Studio” in Mira, near Venezia. Anyway, since 3 years we organize “Punk Christmas” which is one of the main punk events of the season. In Christmas ‘98 400 people came and it was super fantastic!! This year we will make another one (“Another Christmas”-( The Yobs). The entry is free and there are many bands playing. We find very boring spending Christmas with our moms and dads and no-one has a girlfriend so……fuck off, let’s play.

4. What did you get that year under the christmas tree and what would you like to get this year. 
The best present was surely the succesfull “Christmas Party”. This year we pretend together with “Christmas Party” to get many sexy girls under the Christmas tree!!!!

5. Is this EP your first release. Or do you have other stuff out? Demo's or comp. albums? (any releases in the pipeline?) 
“Dancing with the pogo kids” EP is our 3rd release. In March ’98 we carry out a demotape simply called “Demo”. The tape contains 8 songs: “Join The Kids”, “Unite”, “I Don’t Want You Baby”, “Your Revolution”, “Little Girl”, “C’mon Let’s Go”, “Suzy Suzy”, “Punk Rock”. In April ’99 came out a 21 bands’ compilation, “Kob vs Mad Butcher”, belonging to Kob Records and Mad Butcher Records, the promoter labels. THE TWINKLES take part with the song “Punk Rock”, included in the demotape but already recorded in ’97 for this compilation. Next month we will see the debut on 7” of THE TWINKLES. The 7” is titled “Dancing With The Pogo Kids” and contains 3 songs: “Dancing With The Pogo Kids” (side A), “Tonight” (side B) and “Seventeen Again” (side B).

6. Is SODA PRESSING RECORDS a real label or is it a D.I.Y. effort by the twinkels? (If it's a 'real' label, wich other bands are on it?
SODA PRESSING RECORDS is pure D.I.Y. effort!!! I would like to produce other bands but in Italy it’s fucking difficult because records don’t sell like cds. So if you don’t gain a bit of money from a production it’s impossible doing other stuff. Look at the main Italian labels: their productions are almost totally on cd-format……It’s so sad.

7.Somewhere on the cover of the seven inch it says: "special thanks to the new Twinkels Sick and Kid".Did you have a line up change recently? Why did the others leave (and were they good friends or just a pain in the butt). 
We had many line-up changes during these years of punking. Maybe 10 persons have played with THE TWINKLES. At the time of the record, Wally Squad and Marky left the band; Wally for different musical ideas and Marky for lack of time. Then Sick take the place of  Wally at bass guitar and Kid joined lead guitar. Sick is still fighting with THE TWINKLES instead Kid was a crap! He left the band fooling us.

8. Has the sound of The Twinkels changed now that there are new folks in the band? 
No, The Twinkles sound was, is and will always be the same. 

9. All guitar riffs are ripp offs from the old Oi bands. Especially COCKSPARRER seems to be a big influence. Aren't you ashamed to steal so much? (or do you have a completly other view on this?) 
You’re right, we like Cock Sparrer and it’s logical that our music is very similar to them. We like also The Boys, especially their chorus. I think they’re the best punk band ever existed.

We take what we like and we mix everything and so you get THE TWINKLES punk!!!

10. The Twinkels mix up pop-punk with punk-rock and Oi music. How would you describe your sound? Do you lean more towards the punk rock side or the Oi side? 
Our sound is totally punk at 100%. You know punk has millions different aspects: we like the melodic side of punk but you will find the “power” side too. We lean more towards the punk rock side; consider that Oi! is just one style of punk but is always PUNK. I find also many differences between bands considered Oi!. Take Cock Sparrer, Sham 69 and Menace…..do you think they’re like 4 Skins or Last Resort??? I don’t. 

11. I mentioned in the revieuw section of this rag that you sound like a cross between the GROOVIE GHOULIES and COCKSPARRER. Somehow your songs also remind me of a dutch band like the HARRIES or a German band like The MONOCHORDS. Do you know these bands? 
Yeah, we like Groovie Ghoulies, maybe our vocals is a bit similar but for the rest I think they’re more near The Ramones than us.

I played 2 times with Harries and it was great fun. They were original and funny guys. I don’t know The Monochords. How do they sound like?

12. The whole seven inch has a retro seventies feel to it. Was this intentionally. How do you feel about the modern-day punk bands? For instance The DROP KICK MURPHYS or LAG WAGON/PENNY WISE? 
Yes, it’s intentionally and thanks a lot for remember it. I repeat, we like punk 77 so we take all the aspects of that style wich is the beginning of all punk movement. This has to be remembered by streetpunkers, mohicans and skinheads. 77 is the origin.

We don’t consider punk neither Dropkick Murphys or Lag Wagon. The first are just poseurs skinheads who look like skinheads when they make photos for magazines and then appear on stage like hardcore kids!! Lag Wagon and co. are sell out bands who rip-off kids about the whole punk idea. Punk has nothing to do with skateboards. I don’t even consider their sound punk but pure shit. Real punk bands today are Guitar Gangsters, Zona A, Guttersnipes, Charge 69, Reazione and many more.

13. What music do you listen to (and wich bands should we also be listening to) 
We listen to all 77 punk bands and some 82. Any names? Boys (Yobs), Vibrators, Lurkers, Menace, Skids, Raped, Sham 69, Generation X, Buzzcocks, Cock Sparrer, Business, Chelsea, Adicts, 999, Barracudas, Undertones, Guitar Gangsters, Zona A, Guttersnipes, Charge 69, Reazione…..You can miss them!!!!!!

14. How is the Italian punk/oi scene nowadays? Is there a problem with boneheads? Is there a big difference between all the punk sub-cultures and fractions? 
The Italian punk/oi! scene is very strong nowadays. Sometimes there are problems with fucking boneheads but also with redskins who seems to be too much violents like boneheads. Italian Oi! scene is a bit left-wing oriented because someone has a strange vision about S.H.A.R.P. If you are “against racial prejudices” you must be a commie and it’s not right in my opinion. We’re against nazis but we are not commies. “Right wing, left wing full of hate” Cock Sparrer from “Watch your back”.

Then there are problems with chaos/crusty punks who cause a lot of troubles at almost every gig. They pretend to have always free entry and they don’t want to pay anything regarding punk bands stuff like records, cds, cassettes, t-shirts. They’re anti-punk and their look is just a fucking excuse to be out of order. Fuck them!!!!

15. Is it easy to get gig's? 
It’s not very easy especially in pubs or rock clubs because when you say you play “punk” the owners look in your eyes and say “Go to the squats”. Anyway, we found a place where we did Guitar Gangsters and it went good so we think to organize other cool gigs. One good squat here is “Stella Rossa”. 

16. How are the other channels: is it easy to get distribution for your records? Are there manny fanzines/radio staions? 
In Italy there are many fanzines and alternative radio stations. We had a lot of reviews by zines and we appeared 3 times at radio shows but we had some problems with distribution. Distributors take for the 90% only cds so if you make a record (like us!) is very difficult. Things are going much better outside Italy where I did many good trades and a lot of distro took our single.

17.What is the "punkest" thing you've ever done? And the most un-punk thing? 
The punkest thing we’ve ever done was organizing Guitar Gangsters and Zona A tours. Crazy. The most un-punk thing is being a TWINKLE!!!

18. Did we forget to ask anny important questions about the Twinkles ? 
Yeah, our future projects, ha, ha, ho!! We’re working to our first album that will be out in March/April (I really hope so). We’re also looking for a good production/distribution.

19. Anny last words or comments in general ? 
Yes, “Staying together, going to the gigs, playing in a band, making a zine” words of our song “Punk Rock”. You can be a punk only following this message. 

20. contact addres (anny merchandise for sale?)
THE TWINKLES 

c/o MOROSIN DIEGO 

VIA SAN PIETRO, 17 

31030 CASTELLO DI GODEGO (TV) 

ITALY 

TEL. 0039 333 4440646 

E-MAIL nick@box.seven.it
We had buttons but we finished them!!!!

