1) So, first of all, please give a short history of your band (+ current line up and discography)

During May ’96 I was looking for a drummer to form a band and I was told about a guy, True, who was just back from the military service and was good at drumming. He just knew the common rock/rap rhythms but this wasn’t a big problem, it was enough to play him a Boys CD and he would have understood what was the sound I was looking for. It went just like that, quite by magic. True became enthusiastic and began to ask me albums of all the 77 bands. He also changed his sound into a perfect copy of Jack Black!!!!! (if you don’t know who he is put a finger in your ass and whistle). In October I called an old friend, Marky (guitar, chorus) and then Judy, a charming girl who played bass. As quick as a flash we put together a list of ten songs (half of them were covers of Boys, Ramones and Undertones songs) and we decided to make a concert. The debut was in the True tavern in occasion of his birthday; a really great party and a galactic concert, surely the most exciting. Unfortunately we hadn’t time to enjoy it as Judy hang up her bass. Since then we’ve had some line up changes till July ’99 when we decided to continue playing in three. We did a lot of concerts and at the same time from the outside the interest for the band began to grow. We felt at the top when we did two dates with Guitar Gangsters, one of the best band of the moment.

In September ’99 we went in the studio to record two songs “Johnny Boy” and “First Time” which where realised for two compilations. At the end of November we started again to play live, being the support band of groups like Zona A, Guitar Gangsters (second time!!!!) and Vanilla Muffins. In the meantime various Italian and foreigner zines wrote wonderful reviews for our single “Dancing With The Pogo Kids” and some foreigner organisers became interested in The Twinkles. 

In July Wally Squad replaces Sick and the band performs wonderfully at two gigs in Slovakia, promoted by Zona A. At this point The Twinkles receive a fantastic response from the local public without even knowing a single word of the songs! When the band come back from Slovakia, they return to the studio to complete the new versions of “Johnny Boy” and “ Unite” (this two songs will be included on the split entitled “77 in 82” by Rotten Boi!s ).  Then it starts a strong work of rehearsals, which will serve the purpose for realising the first CD: at the end of December, The Twinkles return to “Blue Trains” studio and record 12 songs.

In March 2001 Alex Bagatti’s Pure Punk Records launch a 7” split with Rotten Boi!s, entitled “88 in 82”. The single contains two unedited versions of  “Johnny Boy” and “Unite”. The first self – entitled CD of the band is launched  contemporarily on Kob Records: 12 punk 77 songs, 4 of which are the demotape, “Johnny Boy” in a new shorter and cut version than the previous as well as 7 brand new gems.

The Twinkles obtain wonderful reviews and pick up the top votes from the national monthly magazine “Rocksound”, . The same magazine inserts the song “1977” (as enclosed in the CD sample) on the n.6 punk special and complete interview of the band on the n.7 punk special. With the launching of the CD on Kob Records  a close collaboration also begins with the Blitz label management, who organizes various dates for the promotion of the CD.

In August, the band takes part in the “Anti-society fest 2001”, punk festival in Trutnov, Czech Republic, with favourable consents.

In the  beginning of October, an important event for the band’s history takes place: Matt joined the set up (second guitarist and chorus). Matt’s debut  as second guitar player occurs just one week after rehearsals: on the 14th of October 2001 the Giorgione square in Castelfranco Veneto is fully packed with 2000 frantic fans.

It’s time again for foreign dates. The historic Czech punk band, NVU, takes interest to the Italian combo and calls our band for a mini- tour of three dates, Prague, Ricany and Pardubice  at the end of November. Three phenomenal gigs welcome by a fantastic audience.

2001, the determining year for  The Twinkles, ends in style with another two Christmas gigs where the band covers “Silver Bells” and “Worm Song”, directly from Yobs’ repertoire.

The year 2002 is another brilliant year for The Twinkles: they continue to promote the album in Italy and made a tour in Germany reaching great reactions. Then they stop the live activity for going in the studio again. The Twinkles finish recording the new album at the end of March 2003. The album is ready and will be out very soon so stay tuned on Radio Rock; the history goes on…

The current line up of The Twinkles is: Nick Mess (vocals, guitars), True (drums, vocals), Wally Squad (bass, vocals).

This is our discography:
· Demotape "Demo", March ’98 (Soda Pressing Records). The tape includes 8 songs: "Join The Kids", "Unite", "I Don’t Want You Baby", "Your Revolution", "Little Girl", "C’mon Let’s Go", "Suzy Suzy", "Punk-Rock".

· Cd "Kob vs Mad Butcher", April ’99 (Kob Records/Mad Butcher Records). Compilation of 21 bands belonging to Kob Records and Mad Butcher Records. THE TWINKLES participate with the song "Punk Rock".

· EP "Dancing with the pogo kids", May ’99 (Soda Pressing Records). 7" including 3 songs: "Dancing with the pogo kids" (side A), "Tonight" (side B) and "Seventeen Again" (side B).

· Cd "Tre Venezie: skins and punx united", April 2000 (Kob Records). Compilation of all groups coming from Tre Venezie. THE TWINKLES participate with the brand new song "Johnny Boy".

· EP “77 in 82”, March 2001. Split 7” with Rotten Boi!s including 2 different versions of  “Johnny Boy” and “Unite”.

· Cd “The Twinkles”, March 2001 (Kob Records). First album of the band with 12 brand new tracks.

· "Punk Fiction Vol.1", February 2002 (P.o.t.a. Records). The cd includes 33 tracks of punk/hc/oi!/ska for about 80 minutes of music. The Twinkles participate with the song "Little Girl", taken from their self titled cd “The Twinkles”.
· “All The Young Punks”, November 2002 (Caustic Rock Records). One action-packed cd of 8 punk 77 bands from all over the world. The Twinkles participate with the song "1977", taken from their self titled cd “The Twinkles”.
2) Why did you choose this name of the band?

I didn’t think at anything special when I choose “The Twinkles” as name of the band. It just sounded great! Moreover it had a dynamic sense as punk rock has!

3) What are your favorite bands, fanzines, clubs?

Our favorite bands are The Boys (and The Yobs), Vibrators, Lurkers, Menace, Skids, Sham 69, Generation X, Buzzcocks, Cock Sparrer, Rudi, Chelsea, Adicts, 999, Carpettes, Jolt, Barracudas, Undertones, Johnny Thunders and The Heartbreakers, Members. 

Best punk zine: 3rd Generation Nation (Germany).

Best club: Banale (Padova).
4) Describe your sound and what are the main themes in the lyrics?

Our sound is totally punk at 100%. We take what we like and we mix everything and so you get The Twinkles punk!!! You know punk has millions different aspects: we like the melodic side of punk but you will find the “power” side too. We lean more towards the punk rock side; consider that Oi! is just one style of punk but is always PUNK. I find also many differences between bands considered Oi!. Take Cock Sparrer, Sham 69 and Menace…..do you think they’re like 4 Skins or Last Resort??? I don’t.

We sing about our daily life. We have songs about fun, girls, friends but first of all PUNK ROCK, THIS IS OUR LIFE.


5) Do you agree to the idea "punk & skins united"? Do punks and skins get on in your area/country?

Yes, we agree to the idea "punk & skins united". Punks and skins get on in our area at gigs: punks, skins, mods, rude boys, normal kids come, have fun and SCREAM THE ANTHEM, TWINKLES ARMY!!!

6) What is your opinion to...a) boneheads b) RASH c) RAC d) anarchists e) hippies f) politics g) drugs h) alcohol i) smoking

I think boneheads, RASH, RAC, anarchists, hippies, politics are shit. Smoking destroy your voice and if you make a run you are soon tired so it’s shit too!! About alcohol I think it’s good for parties with friends and when you go to see a gig. But if you drink too much it’s the same as a drug! I think all drugs are an escape from reality and like all fake things they disgust me. Moreover they are mostly deadly. So there is no valid reason to drug yourself because you can just destroy yourself. I find scandalous that many people (also in the scene!!!) exalt drugs instead of giving alternatives of healthy life which are more useful for the kids, especially for whom have personal problems and live difficult situations (family, work, friends, daily life….).
7) What question would you like to be asked in interviews, but you are never asked? And what is your answer? 

Question: What would you like to get this year under the Christmas tree?? 

Answer: The best present would be to get many sexy girls under the Christmas tree!!!!
8) Tell the fans 3 facts about the band they won't know?

9) Have you ever played in Czech republic? Do you know any Czech bands?

In Czech Republic we have supported NVU in a mini tour on November 2001. We have also played other 2 times (2001 and 2002) at Anti Fest with a lot of bands….some names: The Vibrators, Chelsea, Angelic Upstarts, Guitar Gangsters, Red Alert, Skarface, Vice Squad, TV Smith, The Revolvers, Peruutettu. We don’t know many Czech or Slovak bands but we think that the best Czech band is N.V.U., best Slovak band is Zona A, without any doubts. They also are great friends of us: we take this chance to thank them for the fantastic work they did for The Twinkles.
10) Any final comments to Czech fans?

“Staying together, going to the gigs, playing in a band, making a zine”, words of our song “Punk Rock”. You can be a punk only following this message. Many thanks to Ivana and “My Way” fanzine for this great interview!!!
